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It is important to sayé

ÁThere is nothing wrong with permanent exclusion, per se

ÁThere is nothing wrong with fixed term exclusion, per se

ÁThere is nothing wrong with elective home education, 

per se
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óI absolutely support the right of 
schools to exclude pupils, for 
example when their behaviour is 
violent, threatening towards 
teachers or affecting the 
learning of other pupils.ô
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Buté.

ÁThere is something deeply wrong with off -rolling

ÁThere is also something wrong with permanently 
excluding pupils because they are not convenient.

Ofsted defines off -rolling as

óThe practice of removing a pupils form the school roll without 
a formal permanent exclusion  or by encouraging a parent to 
remove their child from the school roll, when the removal is 
primarily in the interests of the school rather than the best 
interests of the pupilô

Exclusion off-rolling and elective home education Slide 7



Exclusion off-rolling and elective home education

Parents have the right to 
electively home educate. 
Schools cannot refuse 
their request and must 
remove the child from 
the roll. 

However, the school has 
coerced parents into 
removing their child from the 
roll, this is óoff-rolling,ô which 
is unacceptable .
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Exclusion off-rolling and elective home education

Schools have the right 
to permanently exclude 
pupils as long as they 
follow statutory 
guidance

However, if the school is 
permanently excluding pupils 
without first working with them 
to resolve issues or for no 
better reason than that they will 
not deliver good exam resultsé
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Hidden children

ÁSchools act as a protective factor in childrenôs lives.

ÁChildren who do not attend school can become hidden ïwe are 
less able to help and protect them

ÁThey may face risk from within their family or from outside the 
family.

ÁThey may be at risk of not achieving their educational potential.
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Exclusion facts
7,720 permanent exclusions in 2016/17. 
This corresponds to around 40.6 per day . 
Most permanent exclusions occurred in secondary schools. 
381,865 fixed period exclusions in 2016/17. 
This corresponds to around 2,010 per day .
183,475 pupils had at least one fixed term exclusion in 
2016/17
1.5% of these pupils received 10 or more fixed period 
exclusions during the year.
3.5% per cent of pupils who had a fixed period exclusion 
that went on to receive a permanent one. 
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Certain pupil groups have much higher exclusion 
rates than others

ÁOver half of all permanent and fixed period exclusions occur in 

year 9 or above . 

ÁThe permanent exclusion rate for boys was over three times 

higher than that for girls.

ÁPermanent exclusion rates for FSM pupils was around four 

times higher than those who are not eligible. 

ÁPupils with identified special educational needs accounted 

for around half of all permanent and fixed period 

exclusions .
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Number and percentage of pupils who did not 
progress between Year 10 in January 2016 and 
Year 11 in January 2017, by region

Slide 13

Regions
Number of Year 10 

pupils in January 2016

Number of pupils who did 
not progress between 

Year 10 in 2016 and Year 
11 in 2017

Percentage of pupils who 
did not progress between 
Year 10 in 2016 and Year 

11 in 2017

England 542,000 19,000 4

East Midlands 47,000 1,600 3

East of England 62,100 2,100 3

London 78,600 3,400 4

North East 25,900 900 3

North West 74,900 2,700 4

South East 86,300 2,800 3

South West 51,800 1,800 3

West Midlands 61,100 2,200 4

Yorkshire and the Humber 54,700 1,900 4

Source: School census data January 2016 and January 2017 
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Elective Home Education

ÁThe ADCS survey of LAs in November 2018 found that there 
had been a 27% increase in the number of pupils being home 
education from their previous survey one year earlier.

ÁThe largest increase of pupils being home educated was in Key 
Stage 4 which saw a 32% increase between 2017 and 2018.

ÁOn average, across the 106 LAs that responded to the survey 
the increased every year over the last five years, by an average 
of about 20% a year.

ÁThe latest figures that Northamptonshire LA shared with Ofsted 
showed that they have had a 29% increase between Jan 2016 
and September 2017.
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Ofstedôs home education research project

Objectives

ÁUnderstand the journey from secondary school to home 
education, from how it became an option to transition to home 
education

ÁIdentify school practice during the transition, what makes for a 
good transition and what doesnôt work well

ÁDiscuss the implications for ensuring the move to elective home 
education is in the best interest of children, particularly for 
vulnerable children, whilst acknowledging that home education 
is often a positive and proactive choice.
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Proposed new inspection handbook

ÁSchools should have an inclusive culture that facilitates 
arrangements to:

ÁIdentify early those pupils who may be 
disadvantaged or have additional needs or barriers to 
learning

ÁMeet the needs of those pupilséand help those 
pupils engage positively with the curriculum

ÁEnsure pupils have a positive experience of learning, 
and achieve positive outcomes.
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Proposed new inspection handbook

ÁWhen an inspection finds evidence of off-rolling taking 
place it should always be addressed in the inspection 
report and may need to be considered when reaching 
the judgement.

ÁIf inspectors determine the school to be off -rolling 
according to Ofstedôs definition, then the leadership and 
management of the school are likely to be judged 
inadequate.
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Exclusion off-rolling and elective home education

Where leaders spot trends in pupils 
leaving the roll and respond to them 
effectively, reports should reflect this 
positively. If the number of pupils 
leaving the roll is decreasing as a result 
of leadersô effective action, this should 
also be reflected in the report.

Similarlyé
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Many of us are here today because 
our lives were transformed by one or 
more teachers. 

Let us join together and do the same 
for our most needy pupils
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Ofsted on the web and on social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https:// reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews

Exclusion off-rolling and elective home education Slide 20

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted
http://www.youtube.com/ofstednews
http://www.slideshare.net/ofstednews
http://www.twitter.com/ofstednews


@eastmidsacademy



Exclusion and
the East Midlands

Philip Nye, research lead for inspection and academies

FFT Education Datalab, @FFTEduDatalab
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Exclusions

Notes
Source: Permanent and fixed-period exclusions in England national statistics
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